                                “The Lamp at Noon”    by Sinclair Ross (1908-1996)       
                              (pg 62 in Viewpoints 11)
In “The Lamp at Noon,” Sinclair Ross presents a disturbing picture of the unrelenting dust storms of the Depression years.  This story is quite ‘typical’ of Ross because of the vividly described setting(s) and its exploration of the effects of ‘place’ on the human spirit.

NOTEWORTHY LITERARY ELEMENTS in “The Lamp at Noon”:
characterization   /   description   /   foreshadowing   /   personification   /   imagery /  

setting   /   conflict   /   irony (situational and dramatic)   /   dialogue   /   pathos   /

suspense   /   ‘omniscient’ third person narration (point of view)   /   theme

THEME TOPICS:  personal challenges  /  marital conflict  /  economic hardship  /  communication breakdown  /  stress and mental instability  /  loneliness of rural living  /  the Great Depression  /  nature’s destructive potential  /  lack of foresight  /  being blinded by a ‘dream’
1.  We know that ‘setting’ refers to the ‘time and place’ a story occurs in, but this should 

     also include the emotional, physical, temporal [historical], and cultural context.  

     How does the setting of this story contribute to the development of the following

     story elements:   
a)  Conflict (internal and external) – be thorough 

b)  Mood or atmosphere – use several descriptors

c)  Theme – include at least THREE fully developed theme statements

2.   Create a two-columned chart and compare Ellen and Paul’s largely differing points of 

      view with regard to as many specific details from the story as possible.  Include any 

      similarities though!
3.  Finally, list and explain as many examples of irony found in the story as you can.

     Most of the irony is situational, but there is a very good example of dramatic irony at 

     the end of the story.
